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TAGS: PFOR, NATO, CSCE 

SUBJECT: CSCE/CBM S: PROPOSAL FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

OF INFORMATION ON WARSAW PACT MANEUVERS 

REF: A) USNATO 5906; BJUSNATO 6012 

1. WHILE WE APPRECIATE MISSION’S SENSITIVITY TO SEPARATION 
OF PROPOSED PUBLIC RELEASE FROM ISSUE OF WARSAW PACT (WP) 
IMPLEMENTATION OF CSCE/CBM PROVISIONS, IT WILL BE DIFFI- 
CULT TO KEEP THE TWO ISSUES DISTINCT IN THE PUBLIC ARENA. 

2. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT PRESS MIGHT DISTORT INFORMATION 
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OF PACT COUNTRIES AND/OR SUGGESTING AS IN RECENT POST 
ARTICLE, THAT WEST CONCLUDED AN UNSATISFACTORY BARGAIN 
ON CBM'S. POSSIBLE THEMES WOULD BE 1) WP FAILURE TO MAKE 
VOLUNTARY NOTIFICATIONS, 2) FAILURE TO INVITE OBSERVERS, 

3) REKINDLING OF THE "TROOP CEILING' 1 DEBATE OVER ALLEGED 
SCALING DOWN OF MANEUVER SIZE TO AVOID NOTIFICATIONS, AND 

4) ASSERTION THAT ALLIES SHOULD NOT HAVE AGREED TO ANNOUNCE 
MANEUVERS OVER 25,000 TROOPS IF PACT HOLDS NO MANEUVERS 

OF THAT SIZE. 

3. THE DATA AVAILABLE TO US ON WP MANEUVERS WILL IN MANY 
CASES NOT YIELD PRECISE FIGURES AND OTHER INFORMATION FOR 
WHICH THE PROPOSED PRESS POLICY WOULD CREATE AN APPETITE. 

4. IN ADDITION, IF NATO WISHED TO USE US INFORMATION ON 
WP MANEUVERS, WE WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO CONVEY IN- 
FORMATION OF THIS TYPE WITHOUT REVEALING INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES AND METHODS OR DISCLOSING GENERAL LEVELS OF 
CAPABILITY. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE MISSION'S REACTION TO THESE DIFFI- 
CULTIES BUT DO NOT WISH MISSION TO RAISE THIS SUBJECT 
WITH THE ALLIES AT THIS TIME. 

6. WE WILL BE INTERESTED IN DATA TO BE ASSEMBLED BY IMS 
PER REFTEL B ON LEVELS OF NATO MANEUVER ACTIVITY IN 1975 
AND PREVIOUS YEARS. EUROPEAN TROOP FIGURES AND RESULTANT 
ALLIED TOTALS WILL BE MOST READILY AVAILABLE FOR ALLIED 
COMMANDS IN EUROPE. 
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